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—Okay, don’t waste one single, solitary minute! Take your 
pen in hand—or put your typewriter on the desk—or take 
the paper off your greasy little crayon—but, whatever you 
do, let's hear what you think of our all-new, all-different 
AVENGERS and their baptism of fire as a new team! Printing 
a mag like this is like producing a show and sweating out 
the opening night! So, let's hear it fast—unless you‘re dis- 
appointed! In that case, take your time—we can wait! Well, 
while we’re biting our nails, we might as well see what's 
shakin’ out there in Marvel-land, so here goes— 


Dear Stan and Don, 

Oh, come on! Stop all this folderol and put Captain 
America where he belongs; in his own feature-length 
magazine! You know as well or better than anyone that he 
deserves it, having been your biggest star in the forties. 
Also he has enough private life to warrant twenty-two 
pages. And besides that, everyone seems to like him, so 
there really is no excuse for him not having his own mag. 
(If you're worried about the extra work, why don’t you 
retire a western or two?) I'll be looking forward eagerly 
to issue #1 of CAPTAIN AMERICA. I'll also be looking 
forward to issues #1 of (RON MAN and THOR, as they 
should have their own mags, too. You can’t do justice to 
these two fine heroes in just thirteen or eighteen pages, 
so discontinue TALES OF SUSPENSE and JOURNEY 
INTO MYSTERY and give the Man of Iron and the God of 
Thunder each twenty-two pages to romp in. How about it? 
As for giving the Hulk his own mag again, I say no. This 
serial-like series in TALES TO ASTONISH is the best I’ve 
seen of ol’ Green Skin yet. He couldn’t be better in his own 
book, so I vote to leave him just as is. And Dr. Strange is 
perfect the way he is, too, He hasn’t enough private life 
to warrant any more pages, and please don’t try to give 
him any. It would spoil his whole character. 

Well, I guess that’s about all I wanted to tell you for 
this five cents worth, so in conclusion I'll just say that up 
until May of 1963, I hadn’t bought a comic book for a 
good many years. Now. I’m buying nine of them a month 
—all Marvel’s. My parents think I’m too old (19) for such 
literary interests as comics, but I figure you’re never too 
old for a good story, whether it’s by a Shakespeare or a 
Stan Lee. Keep up the good work, 

Richard Cochran, 2914 E, Moreland St. 
Phoenix, Arizona 85008 


First of all, Dick, Stan wants to know how come you 
mentioned Shakespeare’s name first? You know how 
things like that upset our leader! Next, as far as 
Captain America is concerned, he’s the star of the 
AVENGERS, and the co-star of TALES OF SUS- 
PENSE! If we feature him any more, our other cos- 
tumed cherubs are liable to go on strike! As for Thor, 
he already has his own mag-——or does that big word 
T-H-O-R on the cover leave you unimpressed? We'd 
like to give ol’ Shell-Head a mag of his own, too, but 
dazzlin’ Donny Heck just hasn’t time to draw any more 
pages a month, and he’d sit in the corner and weep 
if we let anyone else illustrate our tin man’s titanic 
adventures! Anyway, if you didn’t write such long 
letters, you might have time to buy more than just 
nine Marvel mags a month! What we wanna know is— 
which ones are you missing? 

Dear Stan and Don, 

I just thought of something as I was rereading your 
latest issue ot the AVENGERS — #14 ~“Even Avengers 
Can Die.” Captain America had the same costume in the 
1940’s as he does today. It must be pretty worn out, not to 
mention being dirty. How about giving him a new costume 
—still retainnmg the red, white and blue, but with a 
modern touch? Also, I like the new Giant-Man and that 
new villainess Madam Macabre and would like to see 
more of her, Eugene Bearringer, 508 Eleanor Ave. 

Toledo 12, Ohio 
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MARKED 
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When we go to the trouble of dreaming up a new 
villainess, Gene, you can bet your bottom dollar we’re 
not gonna discard her after only one appearance! But, 
about Cap’s costume, we’re afraid we can’t help you. 
It’s like asking us to redesign the Statue of Liberty! 
There’s a better chance of seeing Thor dressed for a 
maypole dance than there is of changing Cap’s garb! 
(Unless a zillion fans agree with you—which we don’t 
think will happen.) 


THE MIGHTY MARVEL CHECKLIST 
A Line-Up Of Some Of The Marvel-ous Mags On Sale Right Now! 


FANTASTIC FOUR #40: If you read no other magazine 
all month, you must read this one! It’s the thriller you’ve 
been waiting for—The Battle of The Baxter Building!” 
in which the fabulous F.F. wages a no-holds-barred free- 
for-all against the most dangerous villain of all time— 
Doctor Doom! It’s like WOW! 
SPIDER-MAN #26: Not only is Spidey one of the great- 
est action characters in the Marvel line-up, but we’ve 
now added the element of MYSTERY to his tales! You‘re 
sure to go batty as you try to figure out the secret of 
“The Man in The Crime-Master’s Mask!” 
X-MEN #11: Another shocker from the House of Ideas: 
This one was specially produced in answer to many of 
your earnest requests, and it finally presents the end 
of the evil mutants! Also, wait till you meet The Stranger! 
DAREDEVIL #8: For those of you who’ve wondered what 
we could possibly come up with to top our previous sen- 
sational D.D. thrillers, here’s your answer—in spades! 
D.D. batiles the most off-beat villain of the month (ANY 
month) when he tackles the startling, stupifying Stiltman! 
You'll have a ball! 
THOR #117: This unforgettable epic is entitled: ‘Into 
The Blaze Of Battle!’ and you'd better hang onto your 
seat when you read it! It features Thor's quest for an 
enchanted packet—a quest which brings him face-to-face 
Ae tragedy on an Asiatic battlefield! It’s drenched with 
ory! 
STRANGE TALES #134: This month’s Torch and Thing 
thriller features a long-awaited surprise! The title will 
give you the idea: “Enter—the Watcher! As for Dr. 
Strange, he’s up to his amulet in all kinds of magical 
mishaps! This ish is for you! 
SUSPENSE #67: [ron Man fights six super-foes in this 
one and even finds time to bring Happy back to the 
fold! As for Captain America, he’s out to destroy his 
own nation, under the hypnotic control of the Red Skull! 
If there’s a more exciting mag around, we'll eat it! 
ASTONISH #69:Giant-Man finally catches up with the 
Human Top, and their battle is a joy to behold! As for 
the incredible Hulk, it’s so full of strange surprises that 
the only thing we’ll tell now is that ol’ green skin is 
winning every popularity poll in town hands down! 
SGT. FURY #19: Those of you who were shaken up by 
the death of Pamela Hawley last ish, (and that includes 
‘most everybody) won’t want to miss ‘An Eye For An 
Eye” in which Nick Fury meets up with the man re- 
sponsible for Pam’s death! It’s stark, gripping drama as 
only Marvel can present it! 


Dear Stan and Don, 

You guys at Marvel are the absolute greatest. Especially 
Stan, Jack, Don, and Artie. Whew! Just yesterday I fin- 
ished my collection of THE FANTASTIC FOUR up to 
number 36, and SPIDER MAN up to number 22. But then 
I got an idea. I thought about all the poor people in hospi- 
tals who didn't have any of the Marvel greats. Then I 
thought maybe they would like to have my Marvel collec- 
tion, so 2 got three boxes and filled them with Marvel 
mags like all my FANTASTIC FOUR, SPIDER MAN, 


AVENGERS , X-MEN and others. I just wanted to tell 
you how great all Marvel mags are and how proud I was 
when I saw the faces of those patients light up and say, 

Oh boy, Marvel comics!” It gave me the greatest feeling 
I have ever had and ever will have. Keep up the good 
work. George Bryant, 333 Country Club Dr. 

San Gabriel, Calif, 

Good for you, George! We've always been mighty 
proud of our fabulous fans, and letters like yours just 
point up one of the reasons why! We’ve sent Marvel 
magazines to hospitals for years now, and so we can 
imagine the feeling of intense satisfaction you must 
have experienced. And, we hope your letter will inspire 
many other Marvel readers and collectors! 


—Say! We almost forgot to tell you! Here’s one of the biggest 
announcements of the year! Marvel has EIGHT giant 25¢ 
issues in the works for this summer! (Although two of ‘em are 
PATSY’S FASHION PARADE, and MILLIE THE MODEL, so 
they probably won’t excite you super-hero fans—though they 
make great gifts for your gal friends and/or sisters! Dig?) 
But, the remaining six are—(hold onto your hats!) THOR! 
SGT. FURY AND HIS YOU-KNOW-WHATS! FANTASTIC 
FOUR! SPIDER-MAN! MARVEL TALES! And waddaya know— 
KID COLT, OUTLAW! See? We tried to have something for 
everyone! (Including a big fat profit for US!) We'll give you 
more info on our super-spectaculars next ish, but till then, 
start saving your quarters—it's almost unpatriotic to miss any 
of them! 


Dear Stan and Don, 

My warmest compliments to the Suzerain of the Sus- 
penseful Script and to the Tetrach of the Titanic Tableau. 
But I must report that in the past week I have met three 
people who were unaware of ihe existence of the MERRY 
MARVEL MARCHING SOCIETY. This can only mean 
one thing—you humble shrinking violets haven’t talked 
yourselves up enough, Regardless of what you Say, I seri- 
ously doubt that there are five signs advertising the Society 
on every corner. You haven't said where were marching 
to, or when, or why, but I have joined anyway. But in all 
seriousness, why don’t you start a love affair between Dr. 
Doom and Millie the Model? Doesn’t every girl want to 
marry a doctor? Finally, in AVENGERS #14 you have 
them fighting a different bunch of marchers from under 
the North Pole. In X-MEN #10 they’re fighting people 
and other things under the same ol’ North Pole. Of course, 
the Mole Man is down there too, so isn’t it getting a little 
crowded?? Jim Murphy, 1750 Main 

Osawatomie, Kansas 
Glad you brought it to our attention, Jimmy! You 
know how original we are! Next time we do an under- 
earth story we'll make it completely different—we’ll 
let it take place under the South Pole! How’szat? 


—We don‘t want to keep throwing the hard sell at you, but 
we've just got to say this—The M.M.M.S. is growing by leaps 
and bounds. From now on, every Marvel mag will devote a 
full page to notices, offers, and surprises dealing with the 
fan club to end all fan clubs! We've got all kinds of unex- 
pected treats in store for our Merry Marchers! So, if you 
haven‘t joined yet, do yourself a favor and send in your 
coupon soon—or, before you know it, there‘ll be no one 
but you and the Mole Man who isn’t wearing a membership 
button! ‘Nuff said! 


Dear Stan and Don, 

I am holding you personally responsible—responsible for 
making me one of the most popular boys in my school 
(at least as far as the girls I like are concerned). Once in 
my dark, dismal past 1 thought that 1 might have to hide 
the fact that I am an M.M.M.S. member. Because of this, 
I humbly apologize and wish that Thor beans me with a 
bolt of his fun-loving lightning and that ol’ Giant man 
shrinks me to a microbe because, thanks to this wonderful 
club—which is destined to eventually take over the entire 
world, I have set up a regular electronically controlled 
communication system with three wonderful girls; and I 
think I can safely say that before long they will be added 
to your M.M.M.S. membership list. Well, gotta go now. 
Don’t forget to polish Thor’s helmet. 

Jack House, 6540 N. Black Canyon 
Phoenix, Arizona 


You mean being a Merry Marcher helps you to be 
popular with girls, Jack? Yeesh! If that staggering bit 
of news ever gets around, we'll have te print up 
another few million membership cards pronto! But, 
we’re still not fully convinced, pal! All of our bullpen 
buddies are M.M.MLS.’ers, ‘natch, and some of them 
are still single! How do you explain that? 

Dear Stan and Don, 

First, I want to introduce myself. My name is Fred 
Ludwig. I am a German and live in Ludwigshafen am 
Rhein, W. Germany. Every month I go secretly to the 
newsstand at the American gasoline station in Reidelberg. 
There I buy myself comics, ‘American comics’! Yours are 
the best. They are magnificent, terrific, and wonderful! I 
can’t find another word to tell you how great they are. 
This month I missed TALES OF SUSPENSE. I was very 
sad about that. Why doesn’t Spidey join the Avengers? 
Why is he a lone wolf? I do hope you will answer my 
questions and give the Wasp a helmet like Giant Man so 
that she can become Giant Girl. Together they would be a 
powerful team. That’s all. 

Fred Ludwig, Ludwigshafen 1Rh (GF) 

Ludwigsahr 12, West Germany 
Spidey doesn’t join the Avengers because they haven’t 
asked him! And he’s a lone wolf because poor Stevey 
Ditko has enough characters to draw now, without 
making things tougher for him! As for the Wasp, 
she’s so busy trying to make Henry Pym forget all 
about being Giant-Man, that a Giant-Girl helmet is the 
last thing on earth she’d want right now! How’s that 
for direct, forthright question answering, Freddie boy? 
But, how about you answering a question for us? How 
come you say that you go “secretly” to buy your 
Marvel mags? We should think you’d be so prond of 
your taste in adventure reading that you’d bring a 
brass band with you! Anyway, lots o’ lnck to you, lad, 
and Auf Wiedersehen from the bullpen! 
Dear Stan and Don, 

I must have sat down at least ten times to whack you 
out a letter, but this time I plan to finish it. Before I could 
finish any of the other letters, I'd develop a severe guilt 
complex about not having finished my homework, and I'd 
have to postpone my letter in favor of psychology or 
philosophy. But this time I have it all done, so I can 
whack into the early hours without any complexes. First 
off, I'd like to offer my no-prize suggestions. I’m not going 
to say “Make Cap wear green sox” or “Have the Hulk turn 
purple” but rather I’m going to concern myself with things 
that I have been waiting a long time to see happen. Make 
Rick an Avenger soon. He’s still a little rusty, and I can 
tell it’s coming, but I’m chomping at the bit to see Cap 
drop his fear of hurting another teenager by letting him 
exercise his skill. Gee, fellas, how could anything get 
accomplished if Reed felt that way about the Torch? 
Spidey would go over big in a college setting next fall. Let 
Parker knock Flash flat-the abuse Pete takes from his 
peers isn’t really relevant to the series anymore. You can 
afford to drop it. Your comics make relaxing breaks 
between one grueling college assignment and another, 
This is my third year that I’ve been with Marvel—and 
every month, too! Sleep tight, men, and congrats on 
excellent work. Greg Stevens, 1918 Strand 

Hermosa Beach, Calif. 


Enjoyed your letter, Greg, and we’re basking in the 
warmth of your congenial congrats! But, we’re not as 
certain as you are that Rick will eventually become an 
Avenger! We kinda suspect that hell end up back 
with the Hulk! Of course, we could be wrong—but 
don’t bet on it, son! After all, from where we sit, you 
might say that we’ve got a little inside info! 


—Well, that brings us to the end of this ish! We feel you’ve 
done so much reading already, that we’re not gonna make 
you read a lengthy blurb describing our next masterpiece! 
All we'll tell you is—it features your favorite type of super- 
villain and the same old Marvel magic at the talented hands 
of Stan and Don! And this you can bet on—it will be packed 
with action, mystery, and most of all—another fantastically 
unexpected development in the lives of our Avengers! So, 
don’t dare be late when you hear “AVENGERS ASSEMBLE!’ 
—you don’t want Cap to give you a demerit, do you? See 
ya next ish—we’re all gonna have a bail! 


